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YUBA CITY DISASTER 


Today, December 31, for the first time 
since the harrowing exodus of our popu- 
lace from the flood area, I am at my desk 
in the church study. 

Our decorated church never held the 
Christmas congregations. Our people 
were seattered all over, yet surely trust- 
ing the omnipresence of the King. 

Yuba City is digging out. It is hard to 
state the full extent of the loss to our 
people. Anyone who can imagine what 
a house full of muddy water can do needs 
to magnify that picture about five times, 
and he may be nearer a real picture. 

There is always cause for gladness to 
find the folks alive, and sympathy wells 
up inside when we behold rich and poor 
alike facing tremendous physical loss. 
Some members barely escaped, with only 
the clothes on their backs. What was 
left behind is for the most part ruined. 
Homes wrecked, furniture unsalvageable, 
libraries mud soaked, keepsakes unac- 
counted for—all this can be repeated 
over and over again, leaving almost no 
one exempt from some form of damage. 
And this makes no mention of heavy 
business losses. 

The one area which is an exception to 
that description is the section where First 
Lutheran Church is located. There is no 
water damage to the church other than 
the furnace. The school, with a deep 
basement, fared less well. The base- 
ment was flooded, leaving it a float- 
ing mess. Sunday school chairs, benches, 
tables, cabinets, piano, and teaching aids 
brought to mind the Deluge, an oft- 
taught story. In the Ladies’ Aid kitchen 
the water rose to the tops of the ranges. 
Cabinets and dishes and linens were mud 
laden. The parsonage basement was 
flooded to within four inches of the first 
floor. Usual basement appurtenances 
were affected. The teacherage, newly 
built and occupied one week, had three 
inches of water. 

Tragedy of loss of life came close to 
our congregation. Our janitor is still 
missing. His wife saw him swept away. 
Though not a member of the church, the 
»man had exemplified a faithful, reliable 
custodian. 

Our neighboring Lutheran congrega- 
tions have shown fine Christian charity 
in sending clothing and food to our 
church. ... Church members graciously 
opened their homes to evacuees. 

With monetary’ contributions having 
been sent directly to First Lutheran 
Church, a special relief fund account has 
been opened at a Marysville bank. Such 
contributions will be deposited in that 
account, and disbursements will be made 
on the basis of need by a committee of 
the church working with the pastor... . 

Sanitation facilities still need restora- 
tion, and water contamination is still a 
threat. . .. The reopening of the school 
awaits restoration of all facilities. 

With grateful hearts we acknowledge 
the staying hand of our ever-loving Lord, 
by whose mercy we have been succored; 
the concern of our brethren in the Dis- 
trict and all the help which has come and 


After the flood receded at Yuba City, First 
Lutheran Church became a clothing distribution 


center.. Photo shows Rev. M. C. Schabacker, Jr., 
Circuit Visitor, Rev. H. Ebeling, local pastor, 
Teacher Bernhard J. Callies, and women of the 
congregation who helped sort the clothing. 
The candles overhead were for the scheduled 
Christmas Eve service. 


which is on the way; the letters and con- 
tributions from friends. ... Even a catas- 
trophe of these proportions will not rob 
us of the confidence of God’s grace and 
goodness for Jesus’ sake, His presence, 
promises, and blessing. 

Henry C. EBELING, Pastor 

First Lutheran Church 


850 Cooper Ave. 
Yuba City, Calif. 


Nore: At Santa Cruz, Calif., no mem- 
bers of Messiah Lutheran Church suf- 
fered loss of life. Rev. Charles Nahnsen 
reported: “One of our members and her 
family moved in with us for a day after 
her beauty salon was inundated.” 


Rev. Donald Claasen of Our Redeemer 
Church, Arcata, reported that two 
families suffered flood damage; one had 
10 inches of water in the house. 

Rev. H. R. Mitchell, Grace Church, 
Crescent City, said the church had no 
damage, but hundreds of persons were 
homeless there over Christmas. 


“ON RACE QUESTION” 


In one of the issues of the LuTHERAN 
Witness of the past months the question 
was asked whether The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod had taken a 
stand on the race question. The answer 
was that it had not done so officially. 
I sincerely hope it will do so in the near 
future. Our foreign missionaries would 
be helped immeasurably if our church 
officially took the Christian stand, for 
the racial question is a burning issue 
these days in foreign fields. 


For that matter, it is in this country 
too, and it would be of great benefit ta 
the church and to the home mission field 
if congregations in changing communities 
were encouraged to stay and open their 
doors in cordial welcome to the people 
thronging into their neighborhood. The 
members of such a group should not be 
encouraged to give up the church to the 
newcomers but together with them build 
anew the Kingdom of God. The new- 
comers need the stability and the ex- 
perience of the older members, and the 
older members will find blessing in 


working with those who have recent 
joined the church. Together they ca 
as brothers and sisters in Christ, co 
tinue to bring the Gospel to all w 
move into the shadows of their belove 
church, regardless of race, color, or n 
tionality. 


Chicago, Ill. Anne M. ENGELBRECHT 


DISTURBED BY DISTURBANCES 
I understand that in some sections 


.the country our Lutheran churches hav 


handled the problem of small childre 
very nicely in providing nurseries fo 
them during services: 

We have a beautiful new church i 
our city, a minister who is far abov 
the average, a marvelous organ, and a 
accomplished musician who directs ou 
music. In short, everything to make a 
impressive and touching service. Ye 
there are those mothers who allow thei 
children to shriek as loudly as they lik 
during the service. When some 15 or 2 
children in a small edifice cry, they ar 
really disturbing. 


I have asked neighbors and friend 
to accompany me to our church, and in 
many instances their remarks were, “The 
service was beautiful, and what I could 
hear of the sermon and music was fine.” 


Am I just a cranky old lady, or am 
I right in wanting to get the utmost out 
of every service, without all these dis- 
turbances in the background? 


Kansas 


Mrs. W. 
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Arms for 


«CTT ife is a struggle,” people often 
say. And when they: say. it, 
they generally refer to the 

pressure of work, the stress of finan- 

cial obligations, or the problems of 
health and of living peaceably with 
others. 

Actually these common difficulties 
are but the alarm signals of a much 
more terrifying conflict, to which 
every Christian is sensitive — the 
spiritual warfare against enemies who 
would isolate all people from God and 
heaven. 

In the sixth chapter of the Epistle 
to the Ephesians St. Paul identifies 
these foes whose reality stands out 
especially during the season of Lent 
when Christ meets and defeats them 
in the final, decisive battle on Gol- 
gotha. 

Wiles of the Devil 


“We wrestle not against flesh and 
blood,” the Apostle says. He also 
speaks of the “wiles of the devil.” 
Satan is the author of all evil. Filled 
with cunning and malice, he is con- 
stantly on the offensive, seeking whom 
he may destroy. 

Satan is the source of skepticism, 
temptations, and all false teaching. 
He incites pride, vanity, and discon- 
tent. He engenders unholy, blasphe- 
mous thoughts. He raises doubts and 
enkindles passions. He begets endless 
forms of the deceit of unrighteousness. 

But Satan is not a solitary cam- 
paigner. Under him is an imposing 
array of spiritual cohorts. They are 
called “principalities” and “powers.” 
They are the evil spirits that con- 
stitute the “rulers of the darkness of 
this world.” ,Whole armies of evil 
spirits rule in this world through the 
spiritual darkness that prevails. 

The enemies which make life a 
struggle are not “flesh and blood.” 
They are not human foes. They are 
spiritual and of superhuman strength. 
To stand against these enemies, those 
who wear flesh and blood will need 
more than ordinary protection. They 
will need the defensive equipment 
which God prepares and bestows. 


“Whole Armor of God” 


For their warfare against the en- 
emies of God and heaven St. Paul 
exhorts Christians, not once but twice, 
to put on the “whole armor of God.” 
To contend with evil spirits, Chris- 
tians require special defensive and 
offensive weapons — every piece of 
the whole armor of God, which the 
Apostle enumerates: 

“Having your loins girt about with 
truth” — the truth of the Gospel ap- 
prehended and believed. When the 
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Steel armor (gilded and engraved, dated 1527) probably worn at the courts of Louis XII and 
Francis | of France. Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York. 


truth of God encircles his person like 
a belt or sash, the Christian will battle 
courageously and successfully against 
every manner of falsehood. 

“Having on the breastplate of 
righteousness” — righteousness of 
Christ. Like a breastplate, the right- 
eousness of Christ protects the Chris- 
tian soldier. Once a man believes that 
the Lord Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God and the Savior from sin, “who 
is he that condemneth?” Who can 
penetrate the breastplate of divine 
pardon and strip a redeemed soul of 
its glorious dress? 

“Your feet shod with the prepara- 
tion of the Gospel of peace” —the 
good news of God’s redeeming love 
in Christ, which fills the believer’s 
heart with peace. Those who know 
this peace have an eager readiness 
and swift feet to carry the Gospel to 
those who have not heard it. A good 
offensive is the best defensive. 
Christ’s church is defended by spread- 
ing the Gospel, by the conversion of 
people who oppose it. 

“Taking the shield of faith” — faith 
in Jesus Christ as the Savior and 
Captain of Salvation renders the 
Christian soldier invulnerable to the 
“fiery darts of the wicked.” Satan’s 
slanders and threats, his temptations 
and condemnations are his fiery darts. 
When they are met with the calm 
assurance that “it is God that jus- 
tifieth,’ Satan is powerless. His darts 
are rendered harmless. 

“Take the helmet of salvation” — 
God’s gift, a sure deliverance from 
sin and eternal damnation through the 
atoning sacrifice of His Son. The cer- 
tainty of deliverance from every evil 
and the assurance of everlasting life 
with God constitute the Christian’s 
chief defense. No blow can he. fatal 
for one who wears the helmet of 
salvation. 

“And the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the Word of God,” is the 
most effective offensive weapon of the 
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whole armor of God. The Word is 
alive and powerful. It refutes, re- 
proves, and gives the victory over all 
temptations, all specious reasoning, 
all false moral principles, all soph- 
istries of vice. It overcomes all spir- 
itual foes. 


Strong in the Lord 


To withstand the attacks of evil 
foes, the Christian needs to be well 
armed. In addition, he needs spiritual 
strength. That is why the Apostle 
bids his readers: “Be strong in the 
Lord and in the power of His might.” 

Without God’s strength there will 
be no life in the armed body, no 
power in the arm to wield the sword, 
no willingness in the feet to run 
swiftly on Gospel errands. 

And whence comes strength in the 
Lord? Prayer — “Praying always 
with all prayer and supplication in 
the Spirit.” 

Prayer links the Christian with 
God and brings him the Almighty’s 
power. The Christian soldier is to 
pray always and in all ways. And 
since Satan has ways of lulling men 
to sleep, the Christian is to pray with 
watchfulness and perseverance. 

The Christian is sometimes de- 
scribed as a pilgrim, an alien in this 
world, who is journeying. to his real 
home in heaven. But he is also a 
soldier of Christ, and he travels pre- 
pared for war. 

Life is a struggle, then, because 
powerful enemies beset the Christian 
on his way to heaven. They are ever 
on the warpath, ceaselessly stalking 
those united with Christ by faith. 

Intimate communion with the Lord 
Jesus through prayer, the frequent 
study of the Word, and regular par- 
taking of Holy Communion — these 
arm Christian soldiers to stand against 
the wiles of the devil. Thus equipped, 
Christians know that they are fight- 
ing an enemy — defeated at the Cross. 
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Be Ready to Give an Answer — 
: io the CHRISTIAN 


By L. W. SPITZ 


SCIENTISTS 


Professor of Systematic Theology, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis 


rs. Mary Baker G. Eddy dis- 

covered the system of Chris- 

tian Science, so she says, in 
1866. Nine years later she published 
her Science and Health with Key to 
the Scriptures. Inasmuch as this book 
is the ultimate authority on all mat- 
ters concerning Christian Science, the 
following statements by Mrs. Eddy 
are taken from it. Mrs. Eddy insists 


that the Bible was her sole teacher. 
This claim can, however, be success- 
fully refuted. Other sources are too 
apparent in her book to be ignored. 
But whatever her sources may have 
been — Phineas P. Quimby, Francis 
Lieber, Hinduism? — her doctrines 
represent a hopeless distortion of 
Scripture. A few of her glaring errors 
follow. 


WIDE WORLD 


Mother Church, First Church of Christ, Scientist, 


Boston, Mass. Original edifice, built in 1894 
and seating 1,000, is at the right. In center 
is the domed extension, built in 1903—06, 
to seat more than 4,000 people. 


Statements from 
Science and Health 


1. The Trinity 


“The theory of three persons in 
one God (that is, a personal Trinity 
or tri-unity) suggests polytheism, 
rather than the one ever-present 
I AM” (page 256, edition of 1922). 

“Life, Truth, and Love constitute 
_ the triune Person called God, — that 
is, the triply divine Principle, Love. 
They represent a trinity in unity, 
three in one,— the same in essence, 
though multiform in office: God the 
Father-Mother; Christ the spiritual 
idea of Sonship; divine Science or the 
Holy Comforter” (page 331). 


2. Jesus Christ 


“The Christian who believes in the 
First Commandment is a monotheist. 
Thus he virtually unites with the 

_Jew’s belief in one God, and recog- 
nizes that Jesus Christ is not God, as 
Jesus himself declared, but is the Son 
of God” (page 361). 


3. The Death of Jesus 


“The lonely precincts of the tomb 
gave Jesus a refuge from his foes, 
a place in which to solve the great 
‘problem of being. .. . His disciples 
believed Jesus to be dead while he 
was hidden in the sepulchre; whereas 
he was alive, demonstrating within 
the narrow tomb the power of Spirit 
to overrule mortal, material sense” 
(page 44). 


4. The Ascension of Christ 


“Jesus’ unchanged physical condi- 
tion after what seemed to be death 
was followed by his exaltation above 
all material conditions; and this ex- 
altation explained his ascension, and 


4 


Statements 
of the Bible 


1. The Trinity 


“Go ye, therefore, and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Ghost” (Matt. 28:19). 

“T [Jesus] and My Father are one” 
(John 10:30). 

“Christ must needs have suffered 
and risen again from the dead; and 
... this Jesus, whom I [Paul] preach 
unto you, is Christ” (Acts 17:3). 

“I [Jesus] will pray the Father, 
and He shall give you another Com- 
forter, that He may abide with you 
forever” (John 14:16). 


2. Jesus Christ 


“Whose are the fathers, and of 
whom as concerning the flesh Christ 
came, who is over all, God blessed 
forever” (Rom. 9:5). 

“We are in Him that is true, even 
in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the 
true God and eternal life” (1 John 
5:20). 

3. The Death of Jesus 


“We were reconciled to God by 
the death of His Son” (Rom. 5:10). 

“T delivered unto you first of all 
that which I also received, how that 
Christ died for our sins according to 
the Scriptures; and that He was 
buried, and that He rose again the 
third day according to the Scriptures” 
(li Cornloss,4) = 


4. The Ascension of Christ 

“And when He had spoken these 
things, while they beheld, He was 
taken up; and a cloud received Him 
out of their sight. And while they 
looked steadfastly toward heaven as 
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The Difference 


1. The Trinity 


The Bible clearly teaches three 
distinct Persons in the Godhead. The 
Father has begotten the Son from 
eternity; the Son is begotten of the 
Father from eternity; the Holy Ghost 
from eternity proceeds from the 
Father and the Son. But there is 
only one God. The Bible knows noth- 
ing of a Christ who is “the spiritual 
idea of Sonship” or of a Holy Com- 
forter who is divine Science. 


2. Jesus Christ 


Christian Science distinguishes be- 
tween Jesus and Christ. “Jesus,” says 
Mrs. Eddy, “is the human man, and 
Christ is the divine idea; hence the 
duality of Jesus the Christ” (page 
473). According to Scripture, Jesus 
and Christ are two names of the same 
Person. He received the name Jesus, 
or Savior, when He was circumcised; 
Christ designates Him as the prom- 
ised Messiah, anointed with the Holy 
Ghost to be our Prophet, Priest, and 
King. 

3. The Death of Jesus 


The soldiers who guarded Jesus 
on the cross did not doubt that He 
had died. Neither did the chief 
priests and Pharisees. To be doubly 
sure, a soldier pierced the side of 
Jesus with a spear. Jesus is the Good 
Shepherd who gave His life for His 
sheep. 


4. The Ascension of Christ 
By His ascension, Jesus was not 


merely exalted “above all material 


conditions.” But God exalted Him 
and gave “Him a name which is above 
every name; that at the name of Jesus 
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revealed unmistakably a probationary 
and progressive state beyond the 
grave. ... In this, his final demon- 
stration, called the ascension, which 
closed the earthly record of Jesus, he 
rose above the physical knowledge of 
his disciples, and the material senses 
saw him no more” (page 46). 


5. The Atonement 


“The material blood of Jesus was 
no more efficacious to cleanse from 
sin when it was shed upon ‘the ac- 
cursed tree,’ than when it was flow- 
ing in his veins, as he went daily 
about his Father’s business” (page 
2D)? 

“Jesus bore our sins in his body. 
He knew the mortal errors which 
constitute the material body, and 
could destroy those errors; but at the 
time when Jesus felt our infirmities, 
he had not conquered all the beliefs 
of the flesh or his sense of material 
life, nor had he risen to his final 
demonstration of spiritual power” 
(page 53). 

6. Faith 


“Practice, not profession, — under- 
standing, not belief,— gain the ear 
and right hand of Omnipotence; and 
they assuredly call down infinite 
blessings” (page 15). 

“Spirit is all-knowing; this pre- 
cludes the need of believing. Matter 
cannot believe, and Mind understands. 
The body cannot believe. The be- 
liever and belief are one and are 
mortal. Christian evidence is founded 
on Science or demonstrable Truth, 
flowing from immortal Mind; and 
there is in reality no such thing as 
mortal mind” (page 487). 


7. Forgiveness of Sins 


“We cannot escape the penalty due 
for sin” (page 6). 

“To suppose that God forgives or 
punishes sin, according as His mercy 
is sought or unsought, is to misun- 
derstand Love and to make prayer 
the safety-valve for wrong-doing” 
(page 6). 


8. Sin, Sickness, and Death 

“Sin, sickness, and death are com- 
prised in human material belief, and 
belong not to the divine Mind. They 
are without a real origin or existence” 
(pages 286, 287). 

« . the only reality of sin, sick- 
ness, or death is the awful fact that 
unrealities seem real to human, err- 
ing belief, until God strips off their 
disguise” (page 472). 


Conclusion 
Mrs. Eddy’s Science and Health 
with Key to the Scriptures definitely 
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He went up, behold, two men stood 
by them in white apparel; which also 
said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand 
ye gazing into heaven? This same 
Jesus, which is taken up from you 
into heaven, shall so come in like 
manner as ye have seen Him go into 
heaven.” (Acts 1:9-11.) 


5. The Atonement 


“For all have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God, being justi- 
fied freely by His grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus; 
whom God hath set forth to be a Pro- 
pitiation through faith in His blood, to 
declare His righteousness for the re- 
mission of sins that are past, through 
the forbearance of God” (Rom. 3: 
23-25). 

“Ye know that ye. were not re- 
deemed with corruptible things, as 
silver and gold .. . but with the pre- 
cious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 
without blemish and without spot” 
(1 Peter 1:18, 19). 


6. Faith 


“He that believeth on the Son hath 
everlasting life; and he that believeth 
not the Son shall not see life, but the 
wrath of God abideth on him” (John 
SGN 

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved and thy 
house” (Acts 16:31). 

“Therefore we conclude that a man 
is justified by faith without the deeds 
of the Law” (Rom. 3:28). 


7. Forgiveness of Sins 


“In whom [Jesus] we have re- 
demption through His blood, the for- 
giveness of sins, according to the 
riches of His grace” (Eph. 1:7). 

“Through this Man is preached 
unto you the forgiveness of sins” 
(Acts 13:38). 

“For this is My blood of the new 
testament, which is shed for many for 
the remission of sins” (Matt. 26:28). 


8. Sin, Sickness, and Death 


“By one man sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin; and so death 
passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned” (Rom. 5:12). 

“It is appointed unto men once 
to die, but after this the judgment” 
(Heb. 9:27). 

“They brought unto Him all sick 
people that were taken with divers 
diseases and torments, and _ those 
which were possessed with devils... 
and those that had the palsy; and He 
healed them” (Matt. 4:24). 


demonstrates that the Church of 
Christ, Scientist, denies the funda- 
mental doctrines of Holy Scripture 
and seeks to destroy the very founda- 
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every knee should bow, of things in 
heaven, and things in earth, and 
things under the earth; and that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father.” There is no room for a 
probationary and progressive state 
beyond the grave. Mrs. Eddy’s as- 
cended Jesus is simply not the as- 
cended and glorified Christ Jesus of 
Scripture. 


5. The Atonement 


The Bible teaches that Jesus 
Christ by His holy life and by His 
innocent suffering and death on the 
cross did everything necessary to 
reconcile the world with God; for the 
Redeemer’s sake God has declared 
mankind free from the guilt and the 
debt and the punishment of sin. 
Everyone who now accepts this fact 
for himself in faith and trusts in it is 
righteous in God’s sight, not because 
of any merit or worthiness of his own, 
but by the grace of God, through 
faith, for Jesus’ sake. Mrs. Eddy says 
that Jesus did His lifework to show 
mortals how to do theirs, but not to 
do it for them nor to relieve them of 
a single responsibility. “The atone- 
ment of Christ,” she says, “reconciles 
man to God, not God to man.” 


6. Faith 


Scripture teaches that the sinner is 
justified by faith in Christ Jesus as 
the Savior. Believing in His atone- 
ment, the sinner has forgiveness of all 
his sins. Christian Science trusts in 
practice or deeds and “demonstrable 
Truth,” whatever that may be. 


7. Forgiveness of Sins 


Christian Science knows of no for- 
giveness of sins. If sin does not exist, 
how can it be forgiven? Mrs. Eddy 
declares that “the pardon of divine 
mercy is the destruction of error” 
(page 329). 


8. Sin, Sickness, and Death 


Christian Science denies the real- 
ity of sin, sickness, and death. Death 
is but a mortal dream. Sickness and 
sin are illusions. Scripture does not 
say that the people Jesus healed were 
suffering from an illusion. Nor was 
He when He cried, “I thirst.” Chris- 
tian Scientists unable to treat them- 
selves mentally may call a surgeon for 
a hypodermic injection to lull the be- 
lief of pain (page 464). No matter 
what Christian Scientists call death, 
they die like other men and are 
buried, and after that the Judgment! 


tion of our assurance of forgiveness: 
redemption through the  substitu- 
tionary death of Christ, and our cer- 
tain hope of everlasting life. 


Synod is composed of congrega- 
tions. In fact, congregations formed 
Synod. There is nothing exceptional 
about that, is there? It is a historical 
fact that in 1847 pastors and laymen 
representing twelve congregations ef- 
fected the organization of Synod at 
First St. Paul’s Church in Chicago. 
This was done after the congregations 
had considered the matter very care- 
fully and studied the proposed con- 
stitution very thoroughly. These con- 
gregations from a number of states 
sought to give expression to their full 
agreement in Biblical doctrine and 
Scriptural practice not merely by their 
pulpit and altar fellowship but also by 
their joint endeavors to do the Lord’s 
work. 

The reasons for forming our Synod 
are stated in the Preamble to our Con- 
stitution: 

“1. The example of the Apostolic 
Church. Acts 15:1-31. 


“2. Our Lord’s will that the diver- 
sities of gifts should be for the com- 
mon profit. 1 Cor. 12:4-31.” 


Article III of the Constitution men- 
tions eight objects of Synod. I shall 
mention the first three: 


“1. The conservation and promo- 
tion of the unity of the true faith 
(Eph. 4:3-6; 1 Cor. 1:10) and a united 
defense against schism and sectarianism 
(Rom. 16:17); 

22 Lhe. joint 
Kingdom of God; 

“3. The training of ministers and 


teachers for service in the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church.” 


extension of the 


Synod Not a Superchurch 


From the above it is apparent’ that 
Synod is not an autocratic organiza- 
tion. It is not a superchurch, which 
governs and controls the affairs of the 
local congregation. Another article of 
the Constitution makes it very clear 
that Synod is an advisory body. As 
such, pastors and congregations may 
call on Synod. In matters of doctrine 
God’s Word decides. Synod will call 
attention to these teachings of Scrip- 
ture and expect the congregation to 
abide by them. In that way Synod can 
serve to conserve and promote the unity 
of faith. In other matters, for example 
the calling of pastors or teachers, or 
the settlement of difficulties which may 
have arisen either within the local con- 
gregation or with another congregation, 
Synod, through its duly elected officials, 
stands ready to act in an advisory 
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capacity. In that way Synod has often 
rendered some real service to con- 
gregations. 


Joint Work of Congregations 


“The joint extension of the King- 
dom of God” is another object of 
Synod. Actually it is the object of the 
congregation. God’s plan calls for the 
gathering of Christians into congrega- 
tions. Scripture speaks of the church 
in Rome, in Corinth, in Ephesus, and 
other places. These churches, or con- 
gregations, are to administer the Office 
of the Keys, that is, they are to forgive 
sins and to retain sins; they are to 
“preach the Gospel to every creature”; 
they are to practice love toward the 
brethren, especially the poor and needy. 

The congregation’s duty, or, better 
stated, privilege, extends beyond its 
own membership. It reaches out into 
the community, yes, into every part of 
the world. Jesus told the congregation 
of His day: “Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the Gospel to every crea- 
ture.” 

On the basis of this command the 
sainted Dr. C. F. W. Walther, in one 
of his great classics, ‘The Proper Form 
of an Evangelical Lutheran Congrega- 
tion Independent of the State, in point- 
ing out the performance of the duty 
of the congregation to do its part in 
building and fostering the church at 
large, presented the following thesis: 

“The congregation should see that 
gifted boys and young men be con- 
secrated to the service of the church 
and that they be enabled to pre- 
pare themselves for such _ service, 
1 Cor. 12:7.” With approval Dr. Wal- 
ther quotes Dr. Martin Luther on this 
matter. (X:459.) 


Training of Workers 
in the Kingdom 


If our congregations wish to carry 
out these God-intended duties, they 
must give thorough thought and atten- 
tion to the training of pastors, teachers, 
and missionaries. The Savior trained 
His disciples. The Early Church gave 
attention to this important work. Cf. 
Acts 18:26. St. Paul mentioned as 
requirements of a bishop or pastor that 
he be “apt to teach” (1 Tim. 3:2); that 
he “hold fast the faithful Word as he 
hath been taught” (Titus 1:9); that he 
shall “be a good minister of Jesus 
Christ, nourished up in the words of 
faith and of good doctrine, whereunto 
thou hast attained?? (1 Tim. 4:6). 
Dr. Luther and Dr. Walther were giv- 
ing sound advice when they urged con- 
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gregations to see to the training of. 
future pastors and teachers for service 
in Christ’s kingdom. 
How’ should a congregation per- 
form this very important duty? In our 
entire Synod we do not have one,} 
congregation that could establish and 
maintain a seminary alone. But what 
one congregation cannot do can be 
accomplished if the congregation joins 
hands with other congregations. This 
is precisely what our fathers did when 
they organized Synod. Under God’s 
gracious blessing it has worked out 
beautifully throughout the past century. 
It is the plan which we are following 
today. The combined efforts of all our 
congregations have established and are | 
now maintaining fourteen colleges and 
seminaries in the United States and 
Canada, in which more than 4,000 
students are preparing for the preach- 
ing and teaching ministry in our 
church. That is marvelous, indeed. 


Wholehearted Co-operation. 
Necessary 


If all the above-named duties are 
to be carried out efficiently, every con- 
gregation of Synod must co-operate. 
This in turn means that every member, 
old and young, must realize the urgent 
necessity of doing his or her part. 
Every member? Yes, indeed! No chain 
is stronger than its weakest link. Un- 
less every member participates whole- 
heartedly, the congregation is not in 
a position to do its full share of the 
synodical work. 

All this accounts for the earnest 
efforts now being made in the “Venture 
of Faith” program. Our congregations 
are being urged to reach all their mem- 
bers to inform and to persuade them 
that Synod’s work is their work. They 
are Synod. They have an interest in 
our colleges and seminaries as well as 
in their home congregation. They are 
helping to train the many students for 
the preaching and teaching ministry. 


_ The professors, who in their stead are 


training workers for the Kingdom, are 
their representatives, and hence church 
members should help to provide for 
them as they do for their pastors and 
teachers in the home congregation. Is 
that too idealistic? Not if we remem- 
ber that our congregations formed 
Synod to carry on the work jointly 
which they are not able to do alone. 
They are Synod. Hence they will pray 
and speak and work and contribute for 
Synod as they do for their home con- 
gregation. 
JouN W. BEHNKEN 
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The Better Sacrifice 


Psalm 15:16, 17: “For Thou de- 
est not sacrifice; else would I give 
Thou delightest not in burnt offer- 
g. The sacrifices of God are a bro- 
nm spirit; a broken and a contrite 
art, O God, Thou wilt not despise.” 


Je are standing at the threshold 
of Lent. To a large segment of 
iristendom, Lent means sacrifice — 
e obligation to give up certain kinds 
food, certain kinds of pleasure dur- 
es this 40-day period. This, it is 
serted, is “self-denial.” 

In the Old Testament period, peo- 
e also had the idea that they could 
ease God by means of outward acts 

self-mortification: fasting, special 
ferings, special prayers. But the 
almist is explicit in showing how 
is type of religious performance will 
ver satisfy God. “Thou desirest not 
crifice,” he writes, “else would I give 

Thou delightest not in burnt 
fering.” 

True religion does not consist in 
ere externals, in the mere rote per- 
rmance of churchly duties, in ab- 
ining from certain types of food 
of recreation for a few weeks out 
the year. This is not what self- 
nial truly means. It means denying 
ie’s self. 

What God expects of us, there- 
re—not merely during Lent, but 
roughout the year and throughout 
ir life — is not merely the outward 
nenities that men associate with 
eing religious.” He is not honored 
’ a superficial and temporary show 
piety. What He wants of us — 
ww and always — is ourselves. 

This the Psalmist further explains 
hen he avers: “The sacrifices of 
od are a broken spirit; a broken 
id a contrite heart, O God, Thou 
It not despise.” We must take the 
irit of our fleshly pride and let it 
- broken beneath the hammer blows 
_God’s Law. We must take our 
‘art — from which all evil thoughts 
oceed — and let it be purified by 
e cleansing power of the Savior’s 
ood. We must take our life and 
t it be sanctified by the indwelling 
esence of God’s Spirit. Anew we 
ust learn that we belong to Him. 

Contrition, repentance, faith, love, 
rvice — with such sacrifices and of- 
rings God is well pleased. 

We can offer Him nothing more. 
e expects of us nothing less. 


Tuomas COATES 
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And Gewus Said 


“And when He is come, He will 
reprove the world of sin and of right- 
eousness and of judgment; of sin, be- 
cause they believe not on Me; of 
righteousness, because I go to My 
Father, and ye see Me no more; of 
judgment, because the prince of this 
world is judged.” JoHN 16:8-11 


erhaps it was still in the Upper 

Room where Jesus spoke these 
words, although the sign for departure 
had been given (see Chapter 14:31). 
We hear this passage read every year 
because it belongs to the Gospel Les- 
son for the Fourth Sunday after 
Easter. Admittedly it is not easy to 
understand. The context shows that 
Jesus speaks of the role of the Com- 
forter. The Master had said His dis- 
ciples would not be forsaken, for the 
Comforter, the Holy Spirit, would be 
at their side. Now He assures them 
that the Comforter will fight their 
battle against the world. He will re- 
prove, or, as the marginal note trans- 
lates the respective Greek word, con- 
vince, or convict, the world. And that 
convicting, we can be certain, will not 
be in vain. While many will continue 
in their hostility toward the Savior, 
others will repent, kneel at the foot 
of the Cross, and believe. This great 
result will be achieved through the 
word of the Disciples. The Holy 
Spirit will make it powerful, a con- 
vincing and convicting word. 

It is concerning three subjects that 
He will exert His convicting influence. 
In the first place, he will show man- 
kind where its fundamental error 
lies: unbelief toward Jesus. That is 
the sin which produces all other sins, 

Next He will convict the world 
of righteousness. Everybody praises 
righteousness, but the true righteous- 
ness is not known to the world. It 
is the righteousness which Jesus 
achieved through leaving this visible 
world, that is, through His death, res- 
urrection, and ascension. The specta- 
tors on Golgotha, when Jesus died, 
saw nothing but a_ heart-rending 
tragedy. But in that very hour the all- 
important work that had to be done 


was finished — righteousness, the for-- 


giveness of sins, was procured for the 
whole world. The Spirit sets forth this 
righteousness in penetrating messages. 
He will also proclaim that in the 
struggle between light and darkness 
Satan and his host have been van- 
quished. 


WILLIAM F. ARNDT 
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Words of Life 
= 


“He shall save His people from 
: x peop 
their sins.” Matt. 1:21b 


he Bible’s words of life shine 

brightly against the dark back- 
ground of words of death: “To them 
which sat in the region and shadow of 
death, light is sprung up” (Matt. 4: 
16). And “sin” is a word of death, no 
less; for sin is not something that is 
wrong with man, something here or 
there, leaving some part of man un- 
touched — where sin is, all is wrong. 
When man sins, his whole being and 
existence go fatally askew. For our 
sin has to do, always and eternally, 
with God: “Against Thee, Thee only, 
have I sinned and done this evil in 
Thy sight” (Ps. 51:4). Sin is rebellion 
against God. It is missing the mark 
which He has set, leaving the road 
which He has marked, transgressing 
His Law. We ‘see it clearly in the 
story of the Prodigal Son: to sin is 
to leave the Father’s house, to turn 
one’s back upon God, to seek to live 
in the world, in its delights and in 
its dirt, as if God did not exist 
(Luke 15). Every sin is therefore, at 
its core, a First Commandment sin, 
and it is total revolt. God claims us 
wholly, and to fail Him at all is to 
fail Him wholly (James 2:10, 11). 
We like to fool ourselves into think- 
ing that we can take sin or leave it. 
In reality we can do neither. We do 
not take sin — it takes us (John 8:34); 
and we cannot leave it— with our 
decision against God we have com- 
mitted ourselves to the enemy of God. 

Since our whole existence, body 
and soul and all things, depends on 
God, sin involves us totally, body 
and soul and all things. The rent 
which sin has torn between us and 
God goes through our whole life and 
through the whole universe. When 
Jesus comes as the triumphant Over- 
comer of sin, He deals with the whole 
man and the whole world. He tells 
man, “Thy sins be forgiven thee” and 
“Rise up and walk,” and He gives 
him the promise of a new world in 
which God’s will shall be perfectly 
and forever done. 

“Save” and “sin” define each 
other. Sin is revolt against God 
only an act of divine mercy can save 
us; sin is total lostness, enslavement 
to the enemy of God — only a radical 
act of deliverance can save us; sin 
involves us totally — salvation is total 
and has cosmic dimensions. 

MARTIN H, FRANZMANN 


EDITORIALS 


“Something for Thee” 


During Lent, Christians are not only more sincerely 
devoted to Christ and more eager to watch with Him in 
public worship hours and in private or family devotions, 
but they are more concerned also about striving to imitate 
Him in helping others as a demonstration of their love for 
the Lord. Motivated by the Savior’s love for humanity, 
Christians ask themselves: Is there no room for loving 
service to others in this selfish world, especially in these 
days when the destitute, the lonely, and the forgotten are 
looking to us for the physical help that we are able to 
bring them? Are there no hungry to be fed, no unclad to 
be clothed, no weak to be strengthened, no sorrowful to 
be comforted, no sinful to be directed to Jesus for pardon 
and salvation? Must our own self, our own name, our own 
interests, our own luxuries be first and foremost? 

Jesus endured poverty and persecution, hunger and 
loneliness, ingratitude and misunderstanding, agony of 
mind and body, insult, scourging, crucifixion, and death 
for us. He bore His cross to Calvary amid jeers and 
ridicule; in the anguish of death He cried out for all sin- 
ners of every age: “Father, forgive them, for they know 
not what they do!” In His dying hours He provided a home 
for His mother; He assured a penitent thief of forgiveness 
and heaven’s glory. During His earthly life He went about 
healing and helping. May God help us to see Jesus en- 
gaged in ministrations of mercy and then give us the Holy 
Spirit’s love and courage to translate what we see into 
actions of similar love and mercy. May our personal 
prayer for Lent be: Lord, may Thy dying love for us move 
our hearts to deeper devotion and love for Thee and our 
fellow men. Help us now more than ever to prove our 
love by doing “something for Thee.” 


“Contradictory”? 


A four-page feature story on the Lutheran Hour and 
its speaker, Dr. Oswald C. J. Hoffmann, in the February 
1956 Coronet, commenting favorably on the success of the 
broadcast, finds the Missouri Synod “one of America’s most 
contradictory religious groups —a strange blend of fiercely 
orthodox theology and enlightened social. philosophy.” 

“Contradictory”? “A strange blend’? Yes and no. 

The Son of Man hangs defeated on a cross of shame, 
yet makes the bloody beam a throne from which He rules 
the world. “When I am weak, then am I strong,” says one 
who counted the cross of Jesus “foolishness” until he 
grasped the great paradox: “The foolishness of God is 
wiser than men.” 

This is he who said: “As dying, and, behold, we live 

.. as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing ... as poor, yet mak- 
ing many rich.” This is the strange yet, to the believer, 
harmonious language of “orthodox theology.” It saves and 
serves humanity. Too long have the minds of men associ- 
ated humanitarianism and charity with liberal theology; 
closefistedness and cold unconcern with orthodox theology. 
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It follows, then, that a church body which adhe 
strictly to “orthodox theology,” that is, Scriptural theolo 
and at the same time makes use of the most modern med 
of mass communication (radio and TV) to dissemini 
such theology, is but following the directives issued by 
Founder of the Christian Church. 

Our Lord instructed His followers to “continue” in I 
Word. The Missouri Synod believes firmly, yes, “fiercel 
that the only religion acceptable to God is the one He Hi 
self revealed in the Scriptures: reliance for salvation 
the free grace of God through the substitutionary death 
His Son. All man-made additions to, or substractions fro 
this “orthodox theology” (deviations exhibited recently 
popular magazine articles on great religions) are poison 
the soul and call down the wrath of the Almighty. 

Our Lord (and He is the only One who has authority 
issue such commands) enjoined His disciples to carry t 
good news of God’s unmerited grace to all mankind, to 
His witnesses to the end of time. The Missouri Synod b 
lieves firmly, even “fiercely,” that its bounden duty is. 
release through every means available the only cure 
the ills which beset the human race: salvation “in no ot 
name under heaven” except the name of Jesus. “We ca 
not but speak the things which we have seen and hear¢ 

A church which believes this “orthodox theology” to 
the heart and core of divine revelation is under compulsi 
to proclaim it from the housetops with crusader zeal. 

“Contradictory”? No! A Scriptural imperative! 
strange blend”? No! A harmonious blend, a loyal orth 
doxy! 


Why Say It? 


Why is it that many people, even among those w! 
bear the name “Christian,” cannot refrain from using t! 
holy name of God in vain? What connection is the 
between a sudden emotional strain, or a surprise, and t! 
name of God? The following incident recently happen 
at a bus station. 

A young woman alighted from an automobile a1 
started for the door of the station, when someone in tl 
car reminded her that she had forgotten one of her bas 
She spoke only two words: the name of our blessed R 
deemer. In the name of all common sense and decenc 
what reason could there have been for such use of 0} 
Savior’s name? Why say it? And if people must say som 
thing, why not use their own name, or somebody else 
or the name of their pet dog? 

What a common practice this is! Are you an addi 
of this vice? Do thoughtless invocations of the almigh 
God and His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, roll from your li 
at the slightest provocation? Do you remember the wo: 
of the Lord that He will not hold him guiltless that take 
His name in vain? Why not learn self-control? Suppo 
people begin to use your name when they are provoke 
Would you not resent that? How much more must G 
be angered if His children abuse His name? My brethr 
these things ought not so to be. 
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LOOSE LEAVES 


Does Your Child Receive an “Allowance’’? 


Everyone needs to know how to use money, and how 
to use it wisely, if he wants to get along in this world. The 
art of using money is something which does not come 
naturally. It needs to be taught; taught at the same age 
that we teach reading, writing, and arithmetic. — In order 
to teach our children the wise use of money, they must 
have money, so that they can learn the use, the power, 
and the evil of it. But they will not have money for this 
purpose unless they can earn it or receive an allowance. 
Few of them can earn it. Hence an allowance seems the 
logical alternative. . 

There is, however, a more important reason for giving 
your child an allowance. — During his Sunday school and 
confirmation instruction your child has been taught that 
money is a talent of which he is a steward; and as a stew- 
ard he owes God a return. He has been taught that the 
highest good he can accomplish with his wealth is the 
carrying out of the Great Commission. He has been taught 
the principle which God has given in regard to his offer- 
ings, namely: “Upon the first day of the week let every 
yne of you lay by him in store as God hath prospered 
nim”... (1 Cor. 16:2). In other words, that child knows 
that God wants him to give a proportion (percentage) of 
nis income back to God as a good steward. — But give a 
percentage of what if he has no income or allowance? 
[hus through failure to provide the child with money of 
nis own, we make it impossible for him to practice this 
rule of Christian giving, with the result, often, that when 
ne is old enough to earn his own money, he has never 
acquired this grace. 

There is the much-used alternative that the parents 
sive the child money for his offering. While this teaches 
nim that he has a responsibility toward God, it is, of 
>ourse, not the best method by far. He is then not giving of 
nimself, but rather of his parents. Much rather let that 
shild bring to the Lord five cents out of his fifty-cent 
allowance than the quarter or so that the parents put into 
nis envelope. —N. F. S., North Dakota Edition, WitTNEss. 


Our American Clergy 


Our American clergy has been fighting the problems of 
unhappy marriages long before the first marital counselor; 
juvenile delinquency was their burden many years before 
the phrase was coined. They have carried the comfort of 
God to every battlefield. His love goes with them to the 
oeds of the sick. They welcome the new-born, give ease 
(o those departing this life... . 

Their lives are eloquent testimony against the necessity 
for selfishness and evil. When they are in the performance 
of their duties, they are above us all. Yet for all this, they 
are human. 

The American clergyman is a man who must be above 
reproach. ... To do God’s work properly, he must live 
so as not to draw criticism to himself. In no way can he 
pe different from the way each man thinks he should be, 
and yet he is human. Because the definition of the per- 
ect clergyman varies with each member of his congrega- 
ion, there are those who will find fault no matter how 
1e tries. 

So I ask you to honor your clergyman. I ask you to give 
aim that same tolerance for human error that you demand 
»f him. I ask that you give him your prayers and the limit 
of your co-operation. Above all, thank God that this man 
1as received the grace to serve Him and us so well. — 
Mrs. Evizapern Kee (D.-W. Va.) in K-E-E-N-O-T-E-S. 
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What's the Arwen? 


Question: Where in Holy Scriptures is there proof that the 
state has the right to make the blood test before marriage 
compulsory? What is an engaged couple to do which is 
forn asunder by such a test? What should a Christian do 
whose conscience tells him that such a blood test is wrong? 
Would you advise such a person to remain single? 


Answer: Your first question is answered 1 Peter 
2:13: “Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man 
for the Lord’s sake”; and Rom. 13:5: “Wherefore ye 
must needs be subject, not only for wrath but also 
for conscience’ sake.” It is difficult to see how you 
can regard the compulsory blood-test law as a viola- 
tion of your conscience. The purpose of the law is 
beneficial and noble in that it seeks to detect and 
combat social diseases which might have a detrimen- 
tal effect on parents and children. Should such dis- 
ease be discovered through this test, the proper thing 
is to seek medical aid to cure it. If a cure cannot 
be effected, marriage should not be undertaken even 
in one of the ten states which do not have such a law, 
since there could be serious consequences for the 
husband, wife, or children. Nor would we advise 
persons who object to this law to remain unmarried, 
since according to Jesus’ words thatsis not everyone’s 
gift (Matt. 19:10-12). They should rather seek to 
overcome their scruples and to enter marriage, which 
is God’s ordinance for the welfare and happiness of 
mankind (Gen, 2:18). 


Question: Does the claim that the person who is wrongfully 
put away by his spouse may not marry again agree with 
Holy Scriptures? 


Answer: It does not. When, for instance, a hus- 
band obtains a divorce from his wife on grounds 
other than fornication or desertion, he himself be- 
comes a deserter. In such cases, the wife is not 
under bondage (1 Cor. 7:15), that is, she is loosed 
from the law of her husband and is therefore free 
to marry another man just as though her husband 
had died (Rom. 7:2; 1 Cor. 7:39). 

Let such a wife, however, be very careful to 
examine herself whether she is indeed innocent. Let 
her inquire whether she was always a faithful wife, 
whether she tried to maintain a pleasant home, and 
whether she sought at all times to be a true help- 
meet for her husband. Let her honestly ask herself 
whether she made life miserable for her husband or 
angrily told him to leave or refused to render “due 
benevolence’ (1 Cor. 7:3), or even agreed to the 
divorce (collusion), yes, refused to appear in court 
to answer his charges. The guilt in such a divorce 
does not in every case rest only upon the conscience 
of the one who brings suit to sever the marriage. 
There may be guilt on both sides, although event- 
ually the responsibility for breaking up the marriage 
will rest upon the one who sought and obtained 
unscriptural divorce: and has thereby become an 
adulterer (Matt. 19:9). OFS 


“How Your Brothers Fare” 


See how your brothers fare, and bring some token from them. — 1 Sam. 17:18 


Part Ill. In Germany 


By LAWRENCE B. MEYER, Planning Counselor of Synod 


n early December, I was met at 

the Hanover airport by Dr. P. H. 

Petersen, president of the Evan- 
gelical Free Church of Germany, and 
Christian Schmidt, who has rendered 
yeoman service to The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod as our 
treasurer and business manager in 
Europe during the past 10 years. 
Within 30 minutes we were at the 
K6nigin Luise Hotel, where the 
Board of Directors composed of 12 
men of the three Free Churches, 
which have formed a “Synodical 
Conference,” awaited our arrival for 
dinner. 


Three Synods 


The largest of these three bodies 
is the so-called Breslau Synod with 
75 pastors, 332 congregations and 
preaching stations, and approximately 
43,000 souls. The next largest is the 
Evangelical Lutheran Free Church 
with about 67 pastors serving 255 
congregations and preaching stations, 
including the East Zone, and about 
15,000 souls. Then there is the Inde- 
pendent Free Church of about 50 pas- 
tors serving 139 congregations and 
preaching places and approximately 
12,000 souls. The directors had come 
as leaders of their respective church 
bodies to discuss the problems of an 
expanding church. Parallel to the 
almost miraculous economic recovery 
of Western Germany is an increas- 
ingly active church life in the Free 
churches. 

President Werner Srocka of the 
Independent Free Church reported a 
20% increase in membership of his 
church body during the past year. 
One congregation in Pforzheim has 
grown from 150 to 1,500 members 
within the past five years. 

Dr. Walter Giinther of the Breslau 
Synod, which probably suffered a 
greater dispersion of its membership 
than any other group, told of a 60% 
increase in contributions during 1955. 

In the East Zone at Eisleben — 
Luther’s birthplace — one director re- 
ported, members have persuaded the 
East Zone Communist government to 
lease to them one of the larger 
churches which had been confiscated 
by the government. It will cost ap- 
proximately $5,000 (U.S. dollars) for 
a period of 30 years. In other places 
in the East Zone they are not so 
fortunate in finding places of worship. 
One congregation meets in a hospital 
chapel. A pastor lives 50 miles from 
the place where his congregation 
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worships, because no living space 
nearby is available. The church is 
very much alive in the East Zone de- 
spite rather serious restrictions. In 
this time of testing it costs much faith 
and fortitude to be a Christian. But 
out of the fire of affliction there is 
evolving a first-century Christianity. 
In both the East and the West Zone 
the church shows progress. West Zone 
congregations have increased their 
contributions by 50% in the past year. 


Rebuilding Ruined Churches 


In the past few years the greatest 
financial burden of these 192 pastors, 
serving 726 congregations with their 
70,000 souls, has been the rehabilita- 
tion and rebuilding of many of their 
destroyed churches. The members 
have ‘raised some $200,000 for a 
church extension fund. This is in 
addition to a $200,000 grant by the 
Missouri Synod. 

There are critical needs in areas 
where wide-open mission doors 
beckon. In Kaiserslautern a new 
mission station within a short time 
gathered a congregation of 300 souls. 
Immediate funds are necessary if such 
open doors are to be entered. During 
recent years the Missouri Synod has 
helped these Free churches to the 
extent of about $60,000 annually to 
subsidize their seminary and their 
relief work. Now they need a grant 
of $50,000 for Church Extension for 
their immediate needs. The $50,000 
will be subtracted from their annual 
subsidy at the rate of $10,000 a year 
for the next five years in the hope 
that the economic situation of our 
brethren in Germany at that time 
will be such that they can become 
altogether self-supporting and inde- 
pendent of financial help from our 
church here in America. 

All the churches behind the Iron 
Curtain enjoy complete separation of 
church and state. The churches have 
done a heroic job in the transition 
period. And they have learned to live 
and give to the Lord. 

In the northern part of Western 
Europe, including Germany, there is 
a growing movement on the part of 
both the state and the laity to attain 
total separation of church and state. 
When this is effected, our Free 
Church brethren can become a mighty 
leaven and example to other churches 
that are still, partly or altogether, 
supported by the state. 

In the seminary at Oberursel, near 
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. Frankfurt to Helsinki— from 68 de 


Frankfurt, there are now five st 
dents from our St.Louis Seminar 
four from the Wisconsin Synod, twel 
from the Free churches, and two fro 
the state churches of Germany. Und 
the guidance of dedicated orthodo 
theologians the seminary is makin 
big strides forward. 


Relief Work 


After a two-day meeting with thi 
brethren in Hanover, I went t 
Frankfurt for meetings with repre 
sentatives of the Bonn Governme 
and the Evangelical Relief Associa 
tion of the Protestant churches o 
Germany to discuss the pros and con 
of continuing our refugee servic 
There are still tens of thousands o 
refugees in Germany who have no 
yet been assimilated into the socia 
and economic life of the country an 
who are still without a home. Never 
theless it is true that refugee relie 
work can no longer be classified a 
“urgent.” The Missouri Synod i 
therefore tapering off the refuge 
service program which it has con 
ducted jointly with the National Lu 
theran Council the past few years. 


In Finland 
It requires six hours to fly fro 


grees Fahrenheit in Frankfurt to 1 
below zero in Helsinki. In Finlan 
we have a Free church served by tw 
pastors. The most touching speech o 
welcome and gratitude to the repre- 
sentative of the Missouri Synod wa 
made by the church’s president Rik 
Palikko. Our work in Finland is so 
small that we often wonder whether 
it should be continued or not. There 
are 350 souls being intermittently 
served at 31 different preaching places 
by Rev. A. A. Uppala, a native of 
Finland, and Dr. G. A. Aho of the 
National Finnish Church here in 
America, now in Finland on an emer- 
gency basis for two years. It is an 
easy matter to say, “Let’s pull out of 
Finland.” But Mr. Palikko presented 
a soul-stirring plea that the Missouri 
Synod continue to hold up the spir- 
itual arms of the 128 Finnish families. 
They are contending for the faith once 
delivered to the saints, and that in 
a country which is 97% nominally 
Lutheran but in which only 3% are 
active members of a state church, in- 
fected with a creeping paralysis of 
neo-Lutheranism. After hearing this 
plea, you wonder whether you dare 
recommend abandonment of this little 
flock of orphaned Lutherans in the 
land of long dark winters. Mr. Palikko 
was a major in the Finnish army 
during the war with Russia. He is 
today the only layman who is presi- 
dent of a Lutheran church body in 
pulpit and altar fellowship with the 
Missouri Synod. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS: 


LOS ANGELES TIMES PHOTO 


“BRINGING CHRIST TO THE NATIONS’’ FLOAT WON FIRST PLACE in the religious division 
he annual Tournament of Roses parade in Pasadena, Calif., January 2. The Lutheran Lay- 
’s League and its Southern California District sponsored the float. Floats have been entered 


six consecutive years. 


Set in flowers was a large white cross on a Bible and a globe of 


world. Young people, dressed in costumes of America, Spain, Holland, Hawaii, Japan, and 
-a, represented six of the 54 countries and territories where the Lutheran Hour is heard. 


“A resounding critics’ salute” to 
arles Burchfield’s 114 paintings and 
tches exhibited in the Whitney 
seum, Manhattan, have “estab- 
ed him, at 62, as the greatest liv- 
U.S. water-colorist,’ Time said 
ts January 23 issue. 

“Glory to God,” a large water- 
x by Burchfield, hangs in Grad- 
e Hall of Concordia Seminary, 
Louis (see November 24, 1953, 
er of Wirness). The artist is 
member of Immanuel Lutheran 
irch, East Aurora, N. Y. 


[wo policemen shepherded 150 
dren from Chicago’s congested 
th Side to the Christmas party in 
st St. Paul’s Church, Dr. James 
az, pastor. Gamma Delta, the Lu- 
an college-student group of Chi- 
o>, sponsored the party for the 
dren, many of whom are prospects 
Sunday school. Fifty Gamma 
ns helped at the party with 
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singing, telling the Christmas story, 
showing the color motion picture 
“O Holy Night,” and distributing 
Bible lessons. The policemen praised 
the students for their work with the 
children of the community. Dr. Manz 
and Vicar Charles Manske are spir- 
itual advisers of Gamma Delta. 


In eight of the 11 cities designated 
as All-American Cities of 1955 by the 
National Municipal League and Look 
magazine, the Missouri Synod has 39 
congregations. The NML picked the 
cities for their “energetic, purpose- 
ful, and intelligent citizen effort.” 


Twenty-eight of these parishes are in * 


heavily Lutheran St. Paul, Minn., 
where the United Improvement 
Council, formed in 1951, sparked a 
two-year study of the city’s needs 
and pushed a $39,000,000 bond issue, 
widely approved by the voters in 
1953. 

In other cities on the fourth annual 
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list of the NML the Missouri Synod is 
represented as follows: Joliet, IIl., 
three churches: Redeemer, St. Peter’s, 
and Trinity; Grand Island, Nebr., 
two: Christ and Trinity; Port Huron, 
Mich., two: Our Savior and Trinity; 
Bloomington, Ill.: Trinity; Savannah, 
Ga.: Martin Luther; Riverside, Calif.: 
Immanuel; Bellevue, Wash.: Pilgrim. 

Three of the 1955-award-group 
cities where Synod is not represented 
are Reading, Pa.; Cambridge, Ohio; 
and Phenix City, Ala. 


Loveland, Colo., each year issues 
a Valentine crimson cachet which is 
changed annually for philatelists. For 
the 1956 cachet, Loveland’s “Cowboy 
Cupid” is four-year-old Charles 
Deuth, who is shown lassoing Love- 
land’s “Heart L” brand. Charles at- 
tends Immanuel Lutheran Sunday 
School and services (Rev. Osborn J. 
Reeb, pastor) with his parents, who 
are members of the congregation. His 
mother is the daughter of the late 
Rev. Frederick Gohlke, formerly pas- 
tor of Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
Belvidere, Ill. 


The Holtzen Home, 1180 Wild Rose 
Drive, Santa Rosa, Calif., which cares 
for aged men and women, is owned 
and operated by Lutherans, Rev. and 
Mrs. R. F. Holtzen. Rev. Holtzen re- 
signed from his pastorate in Santa 
Rosa six years ago, after serving the 
Missouri Synod as a minister for 30 


years. 


DR. WALTON HARLOWE GREEVER (right) on 
December 15, his 85th birthday, receives the 
first volume of the new edition of Luther's 
Works from Dr. John L. Yost, Sr., president of 
the Lutheran Southern Theological Seminary, 
Columbia, $.C. All 55 volumes will be pre- 
sented to the seminary’s library in the name 
of Dr. Greever, a former professor and editor 
of the American Lutheran Survey. 
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OUR SAVIOR CHURCH, HOBOKEN, N. J., DR. B. VON SCHENK, PASTOR, DEDICATED THE FIRST 
LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL in the Atlantic District, December 4. The new wing at the left, which 
houses the school, has three classrooms, a science laboratory, general science room, two library 
rooms, and three offices. Additional rooms will be added in the next two years, as more advanced 
classes are formed. Herbert Geisler is headmaster. 


Relations between the German 
Protestants and Roman Catholics, 
generally placid, have been disturbed 
by new controversies, the Evange- 
lischer Pressedienst reported. Bishop 
Hanns Lilje of Hanover, president of 
the Lutheran World Federation, and 
Rev. Martin Niemoeller, head of the 
Church of Hesse, warned against 
what they call Roman Catholic “en- 
croachment upon public and church 
life.” 

Three developments which have 
made the relationship “precarious” 
are: 1) “the fact that the Catholic 
Church is beginning to profit from the 
political situation in Germany (where 
Chancellor Adenauer is a Roman 
Catholic) and trying to further its 
aims by placing Roman Catholics in 
important political positions”; 2) Ro- 
man Catholic missionary activity in 

' regions Protestant for centuries, as in 
Hanover, where 77% of the popula- 
tion are Protestant, but where Cath- 
olic sources claim “Christ has not 
been present for 400 years” (since the 
Reformation); and 3) at the time, of 
the 400th anniversary of the Religious 

Peace of Augsburg, the Pope’s mes- 
sage referred to the peace as “the 
most disastrous event for the Western 
world and Western culture” because 
of the “rupture of the religious union 
of Germany.” 


Stamps for Missions Club, under 
the direction of Dr. H. A. Mayer, 
Synod’s Secretary of Missions, has re- 
activated the Stamps for Missions 
program, which Dr. Walter A. Maier 
and George W. Snarr began in 1939. 
Since that time, of $8,000 received 
from the sale of used stamps, $6,000 
has been invested in church bonds, 
Raymond C. Rauscher, Controller of 
Synod, reported. 

A large number of used com- 
memorative stamps have been soaked 


i 


off paper, catalogued, filed, and stored 
in a vault, These special issue and 
other stamps, as well as thousands of 
first-day covers, are being saved for 
increase in value. 

Under the leadership of Raymond 
Hodges a group of laymen and women 
contribute their time in sorting the 
stamps and handling other operational 
aspects of the plan. 

Stamps for Missions Club, Lu- 
theran Building, 210 N. Broadway, 
St. Louis 2,,Mo., will receive pack- 
ages of used postage stamps and will 
also send information to those who 
are interested in the work. 


Rev. Theo. Willkomm, Lutheran 
Free Church pastor at the Orphanage 
and Old Folk’s Home, Hesel, Ger- 


many, died of a heart attack while | 
he was conducting morning devotions’ 


for the children. He was the son of 
the late Dr. Martin Willkomm, rector 
of the Berlin-Zehlendorf Seminary. 
On the way home from the funeral 
of Pastor Willkomm in Uelzen, Han- 
over, Rev. Walter Michael of Frank- 
furt was killed instantly in an auto- 
mobile collision near Celle, Janu- 
ary 18. Pastor Michael had served 
the church in Copenhagen, Denmark, 
until last year, when he was called 


‘to Frankfurt. 


Two Lutheran congregations for 
the Deaf were integrated in St. Louis 
on January 1, when the new officers 
for the merged churches were in- 
stalled and Holy Communion was 
celebrated. St. Philip’s Church for the 
Deaf merged with Holy Cross Church 
for the Deaf. Sixteen of the 80 mem- 
bers are Negroes. 

Rev. William F. Reinking, who has 
served both congregations since June, 
1952, conducts the services for Holy 
Cross Church for the Deaf in the 
parish hall of St. Stephen’s Church, 
Olive and Pendleton. 
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Rev. Julius M. Walker, 68, 
fatally stricken with a heart att 
30 minutes after his sister Lydia 
H. Walker, 80, a retired high sc 
teacher, died of a heart attack 
their residence in St. Petersburg, E 
January 17. Joint funeral serv 
were conducted in Grace Luthe 
Church, St. Petersburg, where he 
interim pastor. Burial was in Ye¢ 
Pa., January 20. Miss Walker’s p 
sician, whom the pastor had sv 
moned, was at the house when 
pastor died as he bent over the b 
of his sister. Surviving is a brot 
Dr. Martin Walker of Buffalo, 


Miss Gertrude Schick, 85, a 
tired music teacher and the last 
the sons and daughters of Re 
George Schick (1831—1915) of C 
cordia College, Fort Wayne, died 
Fort Wayne, January 11, after 
invalidism of several years. 


THE LUTHERAN SERVICE CENTER AT KEEL 
FORMOSA, reopened December 21. The 
theran Service Commission owned the bui 
since February, 1952. When the U.S. N 
Seventh Fleet left Keelung in May 1952 
LSC there was discontinued. After ele 
of the Seventh Fleet returned early this 
to the base at Keelung, missionaries 
chaplains in the area requested the reope 
of the center. About 150 servicemen atte 
the opening exercises at the renovated 
re-equipped center. 


For a leadership that was “mi 
terial, not magisterial” and for g 
cessfully avoiding the temptation 
give his office of minister “a se 
mental, even mawkish significar 
was the tribute paid to Dr. Dou 
Horton, new dean of Harvard 
versity School, by Dr. Truma 
Douglass, vice-president of the C 
gregational Board of Home Missif 
at a dinner honoring Dr. Horton. J 

“This is an age,” Dr. Douglass s 
“when churchmen sometimes seer 
feel obligated to prove their sympa 
for the world by performing tr 
for it. Sometimes the modern chu 
man feels it more necessary tha’ 
know the second assistant relig 
editor of a popular magazine thar 
eighth chapter of . . . Romans. 


anadian Broadcasting Company 
ions in Eastern Canada _ will 
yadcast on March 18 the 11 A.M. 
ch service from St. John’s Lu- 
an Church, Toronto. Rev. George 
Bornemann, pastor, will preach. 
Twice during January Pastor 
rnemann was a guest on “The 
estion Box,” a CBC program for 
estions and answers on Christian 
th. Three clergymen on each panel 
wesent different faiths. Appearing 
th Pastor Bornemann on one pro- 
im was Rev. James A. Pike, dean 
St. John the Divine Cathedral, New 
rk City. 


Rev. Walter Grotrian joined the 
ff of Radio Station KFUO as reli- 
us supervisor last November. His 
rk at “The Gospel Voice” will 
further the develop- 
ment of _ religious 
programs broadcast 
daily with a view to 
continued effective- 
ness in preaching 
the Word of God on 
the airwaves. The 
station announced 
that Pastor Grotrian 
would occupy the 
pulpits of churches 
inthe area in the 
interest of public re- 
ions for KFUO. He also appears at 
. microphone and helps in planning 
. station’s programs. 

Formerly Pastor Grotrian was 
4irman of the Radio and Television 
mmittee of the Western District of 
nod; he is now the radio and TV 
resentative of the District’s Public 
lations Department. 

A native of Fort Wayne, he at- 
ided Concordia College in that city. 
ter his graduation from the Saint 
uis Seminary, 1945, he became pas- 
of First Lutheran Church, Lufkin, 
x. From 1949 to 1954 he served 
ith Church, Normandy, Mo. 


The design for the proposed Grace 
theran Church at Teaneck, N. J. 
evs. Theo. W. Beiderwieden, John 
Damm and John H. Tietjen), was 
> among five proposed churches 
sd in the third annual Design 
yards Contest conducted by Pro- 
issive Architecture, a monthly 
gazine. The country’s leading 
hitects entered more than 700 
signs in the competition, the only 
ional contest based on projects in 
. design stage rather than on com- 
ted buildings. 

e four other winning designs 
for the Church of the Immacu- 
Conception (Roman Catholic), 
rero, La.; Evanston (Ill.) Unitar- 
hurch; First Lutheran Church 
istana), Virginia, Minn.; and 
atthew’s (Protestant Episcopal) 
rch and School, Pacific Palisades, 


Rev. Walter 
Grotrian 
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IMPORTANT SENIOR COLLEGE NOTICE 


In a special meeting of the Board for Higher Education, held on 
Saturday, January 28, at Fort Wayne, on the site of the Senior College, 
the Board reluctantly felt itself compelled to yield to circumstances 
beyond its control and to announce that Concordia Senior College can- 
not be expected to open before the beginning of the 1957—58 school year. 


Inability to maintain the basic construction schedule under which 
15 buildings are being erected and to guarantee their completion be- 
cause of shortages of labor and materials led to the decision. 

The June 1956 junior college graduates who are ministerial students 
will form the entering class at the St. Louis Seminary in September 1956. 


WALTER F. WOLBRECHT, Executive Secretary 


Indianapolis public grade schools, 
without teaching specific religious 
doctrines, have integrated into reg- 
ular social study classes two religious 
courses approved by Protestant, Cath- 
olic, and Jewish representatives. 
Seventh-graders study “Our Religious 
Heritage,” and eighth-graders are 
taught “Religious Influences in the 
Development of Liberty.” The courses 
show pupils the background, beliefs, 
and practices of the world’s great 
religions and how religious move- 
ments and their leaders have made 
history. Dr. Herman L. Schibler, 
school superintendent, said that “the 


schools cannot be sectarian,” but that 
they can make children aware of the 
role religion plays in the -American 
way of life. 


Israel has 200 Christian churches, 
and more than 40,000 of the nation’s 
1,774,000 inhabitants are Christians, 
according to a statistical report pub- 
lished by the Government Informa- 
tion Service. Of 2,000 Protestants, 
1,040 are listed as Anglicans; Latin 
and Eastern Rite Catholics claim 
23,000 members and 700 of 1,000 
Christian clergymen. Moslems form 
the largest non-Jewish religious 
group, with 131,500 adherents. 
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SENIOR COLLEGE RECEIVES TOP AWARD: The January issue of Progressive Architecture carries 
an illustrated article announcing that the jury of architects and planners which serves on the 
magazine’s Annual Design Award Program has. selected Synod's new Concordia Senior College 
for the top award among more than 700 designs submitted on buildings in the U. S., which were 
in the design stage in 1955. “To achieve greatest economy, unpretentious natural materials are 
used throughout and ordinary mill construction became the basis of design,”’ the magazine said. 
Dr. Martin J. Neeb, president of the college, writes: “The award reflects great credii upon 
Synod’s Board for Higher Education and Board of Directors for selecting Eero Saarinen as archi- 
tect and for sponsoring such a distinguished architectura! design.” 

Dr. Neeb is shown discussing the announcement with Gale Abels, clerk of the works, on the senior 
college site. Structural steel of the administration building and the faculty office building is 


visible in the background. 
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Here’s what 
reviewers are saying: 


“The most successful ap- 
proach I have read to the prob- 
lem of making profoundest the- 
ology crystal clear to the lay 
mind. Definitely this author 
has something to say — and 
says it with both conviction and 
simplicity.” 

Daniel Poling, Editor 
The Christian Herald 


“Here he is in the tradition 
of C. S. Lewis and Monsignor 
Ronald Knox, who have proved 
in a British environment that 
Christian truth can be made to 
live if it can be presented in 
understandable form.” 


Oswald C. J. Hoffmann, 
Director of Public Relations, 
The Lutheran Church — 
Missouri Synod 


Concordia Publishing House 
St. Louis 18, Missouri 


Please send me: 


20 THE CROSS AND THE 


COMMAN MAN 
By H. W. Gockel 


@ $2.00, net. No. 1SW1791 


“The kind of book one can give to any layman, 
within or without the church, 
and expect him to gain a better understanding of 


what Christianity is all about.” 
The Lutheran Layman 


THE CROSS 
AND THE 
COMMON MAN 


By H. W. Gockel, religious director of “This Is the Life,” 
TV’s most popular inspirational program 
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A book for those who know nothing about Christianity — 
for those who know a little but not enough to get anything 
out of it— for those who have grown up in the church 
but have difficulty telling others about their beliefs — 
for those looking for a gift to prospective church members. 


THE CROSS AND THE COMMAN MAN will be espe-. 
cially important to you if you are one of the 99 per cent 
who have not attended a theological seminary or made 
a systematic study of religion. 


Pastor Gockel discusses the doctrines of the Christian 
faith logically, realistically, with meaning for you. In con- 
versational English and arresting directness, he talks to 
you about the Atonement, Justification, Sanctification, 
Election, the Trinity, and other important matters vital 
for your faith and life, always showing what it all means 
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Sas to you. 
ia After visiting with Pastor Gockel, you'll know why 
1 ee Christianity is different from all other faiths — you'll 
Rs $3 share the thrill of the early believers in Christ who learned 
it he the wonder of God’s love for the first time. You, too, will 


learn that the Gospel is a MESSAGE, not just another 


i, t < 

\ ae philosophy. 

We ‘aS Perhaps for the first time in your life you will really 
understand the full significance and deeper meanings of 
many of the weighty teachings of Scripture and be able 
to intelligently discuss and share those thrilling insights 
with friends inside and outside the church, to become the 
kind of witness-bearer for Christ you’ve always wished Swe 
you could be. ee Org. 


165 pages. Cloth. $2.00, net 
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